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NATIONAL SOCIAL ISSUES- WOMEN, POPULATION, URBANISATION, EMPOWERMENT 

ETC 

Happiness Classes 

 ‗Happiness Utsav ‘was organised by the Delhi government to celebrate a year since the launch of 

happiness classes in Delhi government schools. 

 ―Without happiness, education can never be complete.‖ CJI Ranjan Gogoi said while speaking at 

the concluding ceremony 

 Happiness classes in schools is need of the hour as India‘s position on the World Happiness Index 

has dropped from 118 to 140 9(WHI) is an annual publication of the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Solutions Network) 

 Four states -Manipur, Madhya Pradesh, Puducherry and Nagaland – have planned to replicate 

Delhi‘s Happiness classes in their state-run schools. 

CONSTITUTION AND POLITY 

Cabinet approves increasing strength of Supreme Court judges from 31 to 34 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal to introduce a bill to increase the number of judges 

in Supreme Court from 31 to 34. 

 This decision of the Cabinet came days after Chief Justice of India had written to Prime Minister 

to increase the number of judges in the top court. 

 CJI had written that due to paucity of judges, the required number of Constitution Benches to 

decide important cases involving questions of law were not being formed. 

 The strength of the Supreme Court is fixed by law made by the Parliament as per Article 124(1) of the 

Constitution of India. Therefore, the strength can be increased by way of parliamentary legislation. 

 The Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act,1956 originally provided for a maximum of 11 

judges.The act was last amended in 2009 to increase the judges‘ strength from 26 to 31. 

Inter-State river water disputes 
Lok Sabha passed a bill to establish a single central tribunal for inter-state water disputes in place of the 

numerous existing ones so as to speed up resolution process 

Function and Features:  

 The tribunal can set up multiple benches for different disputes 

 Composition of Central tribunal – Chairperson (retired SC judge), a vice-chairperson, three 

judiciary members and three experts. 

 Appointment of tribunal members – by the Central government on recommendation of a selection 

committee comprising the PM, CJI and ministers of law & justice and Jal Shakti 

 The bill proposes to set up a dispute resolution committee of experts, headed by a secretary-level 

officer of the government. 

 Once a dispute arises, it would be referred to this committee, which would have a year to resolve 

it, with an extension of six months 

 If the committee fails to arrive at a conclusion, the matter would be referred to a Central tribunal 

whereby final award will be delivered in two years and whenever it gives the order, the verdict 

will be notified automatically. 

 The decision of the tribunal would be binding on states and have the ―same force as an order of 

the Supreme Court‖ 

Concerns raised by Opposition 

 A major concern has been over data collection from river basins, the core of adjudication. 

 Centralization of powers as the selection committee to recommend tribunal members does not 

have any representation from the States 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS- BILATERAL, GROUPINGS, ORGANISATIONS 

Fortifying the Africa outreach 
This week two important Indian dignitaries began their respective visits to Africa. President Ram Nath Kovind 

commenced his seven-day state visit to Benin, Gambia and Guinea-Conakry (July 28 to August 3) and Defence 

Minister Rajnath Singh arrived in Maputo on a three-day visit (July 28 to July 30) to Mozambique. 

Concerns: 

 There seems to be a conspicuous disconnect between Indian developmental assistance to and 

India‘s economic engagement with Africa 
Economic ties of India and Africa: 

 During the past five years, Indian leaders have paid 29 visits to African countries.  
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 Forty-one African leaders participated in the last India-Africa Forum Summit in 2015 

 India agreed to provide concessional credit worth $10 billion during the next five years.  

Trade ties of India and Africa: 

 By 2017, India had cumulatively extended 152 Lines of Credit worth $8 billion to 44 African countries.  

 India has also unilaterally provided free access to its market for the exports of 33 least developed 

African countries 

 India escalated its commitments to Africa in an era of low-commodity prices when most other 

partners, including China, have scaled back theirs. 

 India‘s trade with Africa totalled $63.3 billion in 2018-19. 

 India was ranked the third largest trading partner of Africa having edged past the United States 

during the year. 

Issues in India and Africa Relations: 

 India is neither a rich country nor has its hands been tainted by a history of slavery, colonisation 

and the exploitation of Africa.  

 In fact, it is a developing country with similar domestic challenges of poverty, infrastructure 

deficit and underdevelopment.  

 India‘s funds committed and seats in our prestigious academic institutions offered to Africa are at 

the expense of the tax-paying Indians.  

 India‘s aid to Africa should be reciprocated by acknowledgement and quid pro quo in terms of 

goodwill (beyond the easy-flowing official rhetoric), and institutional preference.  

 India cannot simply be a cash cow for Africa, particularly when its own economy is slowing down. 

Steps to be considered by India: 

 we need to take direct control of our development programme instead of handing our funds to 

intermediaries such as the African Union, the African Development Bank Group and the Techno-

Economic Approach for Africa-India Movement (TEAM 9), whose priorities are often different 

from India‘s  

o To make an impact, our aid should be disbursed bilaterally and aligned with national 

priorities of the recipient state, which should be a substantial stakeholder and co-investor 

in schemes and projects from initiation to operation. 

 India‘s development assistance should prefer the countries with its substantial interests, both 

existing and potential  

o For Example: Nigeria, South Africa, Egypt, Ghana, Angola and Algeria are India‘s top 

six trading partners in Africa, accounting for nearly two-thirds of its trade and half its 

exports to the continent; 

o yet, they do not figure commensurately in India‘s developmental pecking order.  

o India‘s own needs for raw materials, commodities and markets should be factored in its 

aid calculus 

 We ought to prefer aiding countries which are willing to help us — from access to their natural 

resources to using our generics. 

 The aided project selected should be compatible with local requirements. They should be cost-

effective, scalable, future ready and commercially replicable. 

 For greater transparency, India should prefer its public sector to implement the aid projects. 

 The Indian Head of Mission in the recipient African state must be an integral part of the aid stream 

including project selection, co-ordination and implementation.  

 The aforementioned should not distract us from our duty to provide the needed humanitarian 

assistance to Africa to be rendered promptly and with sensitivity, but without noise. 

Conclusion: 

 There seems to be a conspicuous disconnect between Indian developmental assistance to and 

India‘s economic engagement with Africa.  

 The time has now come to integrate these two axes for a more comprehensive and sustainable 

engagement.  

 It would also facilitate aided pilot projects being scaled up seamlessly into commercially viable 

joint ventures. 

 The simultaneity of the two visits may be a coincidence, but it also indicates enhanced priority to 

Africa. This should be welcomed. 
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Cabinet approves ISRO Technical Liaison Unit at Moscow 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the setting up of Indian Space Research Organisation(ISRO)‘s 

Technical Liaison Unit(ITLU) in Moscow, Russia. 

 The establishment of this unit will help ISRO to collaborate with Space agencies/industries in 

Russia and neighbouring countries for mutually synergistic outcomes. 

 Further,this unit will also help in ISRO‘s Gaganyaan programme which requires development of 

some of the key technologies and establishment of specialized facilities which are essential to 

support life in space 

 The ITLU Moscow office would be managed by an ISRO Scientist designated as ―Counsellor 

(Space)‖ on deputation who will be deputed from ISRO.These representatives will provide India 

with all the information on development taking place in research and technology. 

 However,the establishment of ITLU is not one of its kind. ISRO already has its ITLU units active 

in Washington,USA and Paris,France.The main agenda of these establishments is to collaborate 

with various government and space agencies in the USA and Europe. 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

India is Now 7th Largest Economy 

According to the data compiled by the World Bank, the United Kingdom and France have toppled India 

from the position of the fifth-largest economy in 2018. 

 Earlier data had shown that India became the sixth-largest economy by pushing France to the seventh 

place. Later, India went on to become the fifth-largest economy in 2017, even ahead of UK.  

o In 2017, India‘s economic size stood at $2.65 trillion, followed by the UK at $2.64 trillion 

and France at $2.59 trillion. 

 However, this status was short-lived as the UK‘s economy grew to $2.82 trillion and the French 

economy expanded to $2.78 trillion in 2018, against India‘s $2.73 trillion. 

 These fluctuations can be attributed to the differences in the growth rate of these economies. India‘s 

economy grew at a mere 3.01 percent in dollar terms in 2018 as against 15.72 percent in 2017.  

o On the other hand, the UK‘s economy grew 6.81 percent in 2018, against a contraction of 0.75 

percent in 2017. The French economy, too expanded by 7.33 percent against 4.85 percent. 

 Economists attributed slower growth of India‘s economy in dollar terms in 2018 against 2017, to a 

movement of the Indian rupee against the dollar. 

o The rupee appreciated 3 percent in 2017, while it depreciated 5 percent the following year. 

 India has planned to increase its economic size to $5 trillion by 2024-25. For this, the Economic 

Survey estimated that India would have to grow by 12 percent at current prices a year. 

United Nations Convention on International Settlement Agreements 
The Union Cabinet has approved the signing of the United Nations Convention on International Settlement 

Agreements (UNISA) by India. United Nations Convention on International Settlement Agreements is 

scheduled to be signed at Singapore on 7th August, 2019, or at the United Nations. 

Background 

 Until the adoption of the convention, the often-cited challenge to the use of mediation was the lack 

of an efficient and harmonized framework for cross-border enforcement of settlement agreements 

resulting from mediation. 

 In response to this need, the convention has been developed and adopted by the General Assembly. 

 The United Nations General Assembly adopted the United Nations Convention on International 

Settlement Agreements Resulting from Mediation ("the Convention") on 20th December 2018. 

 The General Assembly authorized that the convention will open for signature on 7th August 2019 

in Singapore and will be known as the "Singapore Convention on Mediation" (the Convention). 

Benefits:  Signing of the convention will boost the confidence of the investors and shall provide a positive 

signal to foreign investors about India's commitment to adhere to international practice on Alternative 

Dispute Resolution (ADR). 

Initiatives to Promote ADR Mechanisms 

 New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) Bill, 2019, seeks to establish a New Delhi 

International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) as a statutory body.  

 Earlier, the Committee chaired by Justice B.N. Srikrishna ("Srikrishna Report") to review the 

institutionalization of arbitration in India had recommended the establishment of NDIAC. 

 NDIAC will conduct arbitration, mediation and conciliation proceedings. 
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 The Commercial Courts Act, 2015, has been further amended and legislative exercise to further 

replace the Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 with The Arbitration and Conciliation 

(Amendment) Bill, 2018 is currently underway. 

 Commercial Division and Commercial Appellate Division of High Courts (Amendment) Bill, 

2018 has been passed by Lok Sabha to resolve commercial disputes worth Rs 3 lakh or more. 

 Several measures have been taken by the Ministry of Law and Justice to introduce Online Dispute 

Resolution mechanism. 

Flipkart Samarth 

 Indian E-commerce company Flipkart has launched ―Flipkart Samarth‖ initiative to bring weavers, 

artisans and makers of handicrafts on its online platform. 

 Flipkart Samarth will support such artisans, weavers, etc, by on-boarding them and helping them 

in the process of selling their products on the internet. 

 The initiatives and benefits under Flipkart Samarth include dedicated support for onboarding, 

cataloguing, account management, business insights, dedicated seller support, reduced 

commission where eligible, and warehousing support. 

 ‗Flipkart Samarth‘ will leverage increasing internet penetration in rural India to boost entrepreneurship. 

 Flipkart Samarth will work closely with reputed NGOs, Government bodies and livelihood 

missions to reach a large number of rural entrepreneurs, with a special focus on women-led 

enterprises, differently abled entrepreneurs, artisans, and weavers, who often face obstacles such 

as lack of access to working capital, poor infrastructure, and inadequate training. 

 Earlier, the Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India Limited (TRIFED) 

and e-commerce giant Amazon have signed an agreement for selling tribal products on Amazon's 

global marketplace. 

Start-ups, SMEs write to govt. on equalisation levy 

Recently,Domestic Small and medium enterprises(SMEs) and start-ups have written to Revenue 

Secretary.They have complained about the equalisation levy they have to pay to foreign companies for 

doing business in India. They have said that this has resulted in increased costs as well as loss of revenue 

to the government. 

Other concerns:  

 The complaint made by the SMEs and start-ups is that many companies, despite doing business in 

India were sending invoices from abroad thereby making their clients pay the equalisation levy. 

 They have also pointed out that this has not only increased the compliance costs for companies but 

it has also led to loss of  government tax revenue since these foreign companies were not 

providing invoices from within India. 

 In order to rectify this,the start-ups have requested the government to mandate that any global 

corporation having sales and marketing operations in India must be required to invoice all Indian 

customers from their India entity. 

Equalisation Levy: The equalisation levy was introduced in 2016.It is a direct tax of 6% on payments made 

by residents to non-resident companies for (a)online advertisement (b)provision of digital and advertising 

space or (c)any other facility or service for online advertisement. 

ENVIRONMENT- CONSERVATION, BIO-DIVERSITY AND ISSUES 

Komodo Dragon 

 Recently, the Indonesian government ordered to relocate the residents of an island in eastern 

Indonesia called the island of Komodo in a bid to conserve rare Komodo dragons. 

 This eviction has been ordered with a view for the recovery of the reptiles and the Komodo 

National Park (the only habitat for the world‘s largest lizard species). 

 The recovery effort of this national park was needed due to the deterioration caused by excessive 

tourism. 

 However, shutting down of such ecological sites is not the right approach unless it is an ecological 

emergency as the relocation of the residents may lead to loss of livelihood. 

 Instead, the system could be revamped to build local communities into the revenue generation 

process and manage tourism flows. 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

To be successful you must accept all challenges that come your way. You can’t just accept the ones 

you like. 
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DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 
Qns: India’s interests in Africa are geo-strategic, economic and geo-political. Elaborate on the evolving nature 

of relationship between Indian and Africa since independence. In the light of China’s base in Djibouti, do you 

think India can challenge Chinese pre-eminence? Analyze  

Ans:  
India‘s relations with African countries are surging ahead in the political, economic and multilateral spheres. To an 

extent, this reflects India‘s recognition of the economic and political transformation of Africa in the recent years. 
India‘s interests in Africa are manifold viz  

 Geostrategic: Africa is critical to India‘s security, especially the Horn of Africa region because of its 
proximity with India. The threat of radicalism, piracy, organized crime emerge from this region.  

 Economic: Africa can help us in diversifying our energy sources which is one of the stated objectives of our 
Integrated Energy Policy. Africa also contains rich reservoir of valuable minerals, metals including gold and 

diamond. Moreover Africa provides a space for Indian investment. Africa has ample agricultural land which 
cab address India‘s food security.  

 Geopolitical: Support of African countries is important for India‘s aim of gaining a permanent seat in UNSC 
Africa provides a space for displaying both India‘s soft and hard power. India has been actively involved in 
peace and stability of African countries through UN Peace keeping operations. India is involved in capacity 

building of African countries. Africa is also the largest beneficiary of India‘s ITEC program.  
Evolving Nature of Relationship  

Relations until 1960:  

 Nehru talked about Afro Asian solidarity. African countries provided strength to Nehru‘s NAM. The policy 

in this phase is described as ―ideational‖ and ―pragmatic‖.  
2nd Phase (1970s – 1990s):  

 There was neglect of Africa because of India‘s attention on South Asia and India‘s attention on inward 
looking foreign policy though India in this phase continued to support Africa against Apartheid.  

3rd Phase (1990s onwards):  

 This is the phase of re-engagement with Africa. However, the lead was taken by private sector, rather than 

government. Private sector of India should be given credit to push attention of GoI towards the region of 
strategic and economic importance.  

Present Status:  

 Since 2008, India and Africa relations have been institutionalized. India has started engagement with African 

Union (Pan African Platform). So far 3 summits have been organized under the aegis of India Africa Forum 
Summit. It is to be noted that the approach of GoI is also influenced by China. China has also initiated the 

Forum for Africa and China cooperation in the year 2000.  
Growing Chinese Influence in Africa  

 China has been in Africa‘s infrastructure, mining, oil and natural gas sectors for many years. Chinese 
investment in Africa and clout it enjoys in Africa is matter of concern for Indian interests. China is 
developing series of important ports in Africa on the western and eastern coast right up till Mediterranean 

and building rail linkages to connect to those ports.   

 In fact, china commissioned its first overseas base in Djibouti recently. The location of Djibouti is of prime 
importance as its proximity to edgy regions in the Middle East and Africa makes it strategically important. It 
could potentially become another part in China‘s ‗String of Pearls‘ of numerous military alliances 

surrounding India. It also signifies increasing catching up in engaging with Africa. However, India has 
certain advantages over china when it comes to engaging with  Africa:  

 India‘s private sector is involved in twice more Greenfield projects as compared to Chinese counterparts.   

 In any projects, it employs local people thereby generating employment, earning goodwill. China exports 

Chinese labor.  

 Socio economic linkages through the Indian ad Diaspora.  

 India Africa shared Anglo Saxon heritage offers certain linguistic advantages.  

 Most importantly, India does not intrude into the daily politics unlike Chinese.  
Measures to counter growing Chinese influence in Africa  

 Increased people to people contact as observed in the increasing flow of medical tourists, students, trainees 
and Indian entrepreneurs and experts.   

 India Africa Forum Summit process has given a big boost to cultural and information contact and mutual 
awareness. India is touching life of ordinary Africans building their livelihoods and capacities. Thus, India 

stands out in its approach.  
Conclusion: Lot of African countries are democratizing and this makes India special to them. India is most successful 

case amongst established democracies. So electoral assistance, constitutionalism, federalism, drafting of rights and 
charters are important areas where Africa and India can strengthen its political ties.  
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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS BASED MCQS 
1. Consider the following statements w.r.t 

Equalization Levy. 

1. Equalization Levy is an Indirect Tax 
2. It is a tax on non-resident companies 

for online advertisement 

3. It is introduced in 2015 
Which of the given statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only  
(b) 1 and 2 

(c) 2 only  

(d) 2 and 3 

2. Consider the following statements 
1. WHI is an annual publication of the 

United Nations Sustainable 

Development Solutions Network 
2. Recently a Happiness Utsav was 

celebrated by the Delhi Govt. 

Which of the given statements is/are 

correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

3. Consider the following statements w.r.t 

the Judges of the Supreme Court 
1. The number of judges can only be 

increased by Parliamentary 

Legislation 

2. The current strength of Supreme 
Court Judges is 34 

Which of the given statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

4. Which of the following dignitaries can 

be named as the Chairperson of the 

proposed Single central tribunal for 
inter-state water disputes?  

(a) Only a retired Chief Justice of 

Supreme court 

(b) A retired judge of the Supreme 

Court 

(c) A retired Chief Justice of any High 

Court 

(d) A working Judge of the Supreme 

Court 

5. In which of the following cities ISRO 
Technical Liaison Unit is present. 

1. Moscow 

2. Washington 
3. Paris 

Select the correct answer from the codes 

given below 
(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 1 and 3 

(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
6. As per a recent report published by the 

World Bank, what is the rank of Indian 

Economy. 
(a) 5

th
 

(b) 6
th
 

(c) 7
th

  

(d) 8
th
 

7. Consider the following statements w.r.t 

the United Nations Convention on 

International Settlement Agreements 
(UNISA)? 

1. It was initiated in 2018 

2. It is also known as the ―Singapore 
Convention on Mediation‖ 

Which of the given statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
8. Which of the following E-Commerce 

sites has taken an  initiative called 

―Samarth‖ to bring weavers, artisans 
and makers of handicrafts on its online 

platform? 

(a) Amazon 

(b) Flipkart 
(c) Alibaba 

(d) E-Bay 

9. Recently in news, the Komodo National 
Park is present in which country. 

(a) Japan 

(b) Indonesia 

(c) Malayasia 
(d) New Zealand 

 

 

 


